
What is the purpose of 
the "Speed Watch" 
program? 

One of the most frequent requests 
made t o  the Newcastle Police and 
Public Works departments is the 
need t o  address speeding along resi- 
dential streets. The Speed Watch 
program has been developed to  help 
address this problem. 

What is "Speed Watch?" 

Speed Watch is a public awareness 
program that allows concerned citi- 
zens t o  play an active role in solving 
speeding problems in their own 
neighborhood. 

By using radar equipment, on loan 
from the Newcastle Police Depart- 
ment, local residents monitor the 
speed of vehicles traveling through 
their neighborhood. 
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How 
work? 

does the program 

Residents are trained on the use of the 
radar unit, data collec- 
tion, and sign a usage 
agreement. 

With this equipment, the 
participants record license plate num- 
bers and vehicle descriptions of vehi- 
cles driving in excess of the posted 
speed limit. This information is then 
given to  the Newcastle Police Depart- 
ment. 

How do we get started in 
the program? 

If you'd like t o  participate in the Speed 
Watch program, please contact the 
Newcastle Police Department by email 
at police@ci.newcastle.wa.us or phone 
at (425) 649-4444, ext 1 20 t o  schedule 
a time t o  use the radar unit. The units 
may be used up t o  three calendar days. 

How does the City use 
the information? 

The City locates the registered 
owner of the vehicle and sends 
them a warning letter. The letter 

informs the owner of 
the observed violation 
and asks them to  en- 
courage drivers of 

their vehicle t o  drive at, o r  below 
the posted speed limit when travel- 
ing on neighborhood streets. Since 
this is a community awareness pro- 
gram, no formal violations or  fines 
are issued. 

Speed limits are established with 
the safety of both the residents 
and motorists in mind. The 
Neighborhood Speed Watch Pro- 
gram makes drivers aware of the 
neighborhood's concern for speed- 
ing problems. The program also 
encourages safe and prudent driv- 
ing when traveling on neighbor- 
hood streets. 

Frequently Asked Questions: 

Is the radar unit difficult to  use? 

No, the initial training for the use of 
the unit takes approximately 15 
minutes. 

Is there a cost t o  use the unit? 

No, there is no charge for the use 
of the unit; we just need identifica- 
tion for one designated person re- 
sponsible for the pick-up and return 
of the equipment. 

How many people are needed t o  
operate the equipment? 

Two people are usually needed- 
one t o  clock the speeds and read 
out the license plate numbers and 
descriptions of the cars, and the 
other to fill out the forms. 

Does everyone get a letter? 

Typically, letters are sent out to  
those driving at least 5 miles per 
hour over the posted speed limit. 
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